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Great Noise, with some hitches

By Cecelia Porter, Published: January 22, 2012

Collaborating with the Society of Composers and Great Noise Ensemble, Catholic University
took on an ambitious project Friday and Saturday, sponsoring a festival of new vocal music
that covered a lot of territory. The event included four concerts of music ranging from
cabaret and art songs to sacred music and chamber works. On Saturday night, Great Noise
Ensemble, the school’s resident instrumental group, joined with young singers at Ward
Recital Hall to offer a capacity audience seven works dating from the past three years.

An adventuresome ensemble focusing on emerging talents, Great Noise has deservedly won
a solid place on Washington’s new music scene. But for Saturday’s performance, both the
scores themselves and the performers were placed at a distinct disadvantage. Although all
but one of the works had English texts, only a scattered word or phrase was understandable,
as is frequently the situation in vocal concerts. The problem vanishes when words are
provided in the program. This was not the case Saturday night. In addition, the audience
was literally left completely in the dark, making it impossible to follow which compositions
were by what composer.

I was left with only impressions of the
music, which I heard on the whole as
somewhat neo-modernist, contemporary
with the recent waves of neo-romanticism
that plunge back into 19th-century tonality
and plush textures. Many of Saturday’s
scores seem to resuscitate the angular
melodies and stark, pungent atonal tone
clusters of Arnold Schoenberg and his
Second Viennese School.

One of the most effective compositions was
Julia Adolphe’s “I Felt a Cleaving,” a setting
of Emily Dickinson’s concentrated,
minimalist poetic language. Soprano Lisa
Perry and mezzo Sonya Alexandra Knussen
delivered a confident, penetrating account
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of lines closely entwined, then gradually
breaking apart and melting into the
instrumental texture. Paul Osterfield’s
“Animal Crackers” is a dryly amusing
sequence of character pieces, often in racy
dance style, portrayed imaginatively by
tenor John Williams and coupled with the
consummate skill and tonal beauty of Heidi
Littman on the French horn.

Porter is a freelance writer.

(Julia Adolphe) - Composer Julia Adolphe.

Reprints

Comments0

Top Lifestyle Stories Most Popular Videos

Scientists find hint of dark
matter from cosmos

International Space Station
receives new crew

A Sunday Afternoon on the
Island of La Grande Peep

see everything you love on one page »

More headlines for you >

Film critic Roger Ebert dead at 70:
Chicago Sun-Times

Anti-Rape Lingerie?

U.S. struggling to contain nuclear threats
from North Korea, ...

Sign-up for e-mail newsletters and alerts and get the news
you need delivered directly to your inbox.
 

See all Washington Post Newsletters

Post Newsletters & Alerts

Going Out Guide:
Dinner & Drinks

Going Out Guide: With
The Kids

At Home

DC Scout

Going Out Guide

Lean & Fit

Movies

Travel

Subscribe

Featured Advertiser Links

Looking to buy a home? Visit TWP Real Estate section
for the latest open houses.

Wireless Solves Parking Nightmare

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interactivity/policy/discussion_policy.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interactivity/policy/discussion_faq.html#faq
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interactivity/policy/discussion_faq.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interactivity/get-a-badge.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/ask-amy-sister-disinterested-in-aunt-role/2013/03/22/102389b6-931a-11e2-8ea1-956c94b6b5b9_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/carolyn-hax-readers-advice-on-abusive-parenting-and-comforting-the-dying/2013/04/03/3958dbaa-9267-11e2-bdea-e32ad90da239_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/lines-between-reality-television-and-real-life-blur-after-death-of-mtv-buckwild-star/2013/04/03/686a273a-9c37-11e2-9219-51eb8387e8f1_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/after-sons-fall-in-hospital-garage-the-nightmares-continue-in-the-courtroom/2013/04/01/c0bb5612-9b19-11e2-9a79-eb5280c81c63_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/bill-gates-a-fairer-way-to-evaluate-teachers/2013/04/03/c99fd1bc-98c2-11e2-814b-063623d80a60_singlePage.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/great-noise-with-some-hitches/2012/01/22/gIQAMxBXJQ_story.html?wpisrc=emailtoafriend#
http://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-03-2011/8-germiest-places.html
http://www.frontdoor.com/photos/tour-bruce-willis-idaho-home-for-sale
http://www.hgtvremodels.com/interiors/20-stunning-entryways/pictures/index.html
http://thestir.cafemom.com/beauty_style/152672/miley_cyruss_strange_new_tattoo
http://www.elle.com/life-love/ask-e-jean/ask-e-jean-sharing-financial-success-in-relationships-clone-1346266670
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/great-noise-with-some-hitches/2012/01/22/gIQAMxBXJQ_allComments.html?ctab=all_&
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUp58UvRdUc6jDI7ukwSDiYGICZqc3McDsu66nVPn0dz6LRABINn10xdQramYgQRgyd7ohsijkBmgAbbhquIDyAEC4AIAqAMByAPRBKoE7gFP0Nyqjno7yQU-na81VbRtS_BTySQnUICQcugVYUWH6s3m0xp9aeAG_0sa0YnqN9XPTH2SWkN4qzEAsFsvq6W5GR7rWG-jLp119w97_nrfPvoy_BrxUpvvxvX7wOlp7ooRXvfDtc_8GoRKtdMuNvZXnX-7d9350ydXn32mIGngjtNKWVLAQ7OLeUkBYfNYDeIajZKqJT-fxqVjZDV5OgPmD301hiEP-BiaLrguRr5LP3xIL09OPOOdKSyFPYa-zENCStqYQPiArtjfK7Z12N26i1RGvhe--FguaEPTH-3hhVFPfyNiy9PCycA1xhdB4AQBiAYBoAYCgAeyntUd&num=1&cid=5GjkuLQldYkJMzmMFAN7xOS5&sig=AOD64_1aDPlR0nZYtR20T9kc_CYq3FSJqQ&client=ca-pub-3980300725513096&adurl=http://www.jossandmain.com/index.php%3Finviteid%3D%26referrerid%3D8FD02A%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcontext%26utm_campaign%3DDCO2%26refid%3DGX22260302218.~%26position%3Dnone%26network%3Dd%26placement%3D9413.anonymous.google%26mkwid%3D%5Bdistribution%5D%5Buniq_id%5D%26pcrid%3D22260302218_mtrckid_%5Btracker_id%5D&nm=1
http://www.washingtonpostreprints.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/great-noise-with-some-hitches/2012/01/22/postMost
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/great-noise-with-some-hitches/2012/01/22/taboola
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/travel/scientists-find-hint-of-dark-matter-from-cosmos/2013/04/03/3ef103a7-70ab-4976-93f4-64b45afa3ec7_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/travel/international-space-station-receives-new-crew/2013/03/29/51bce08f-d9a2-4900-8a5c-ffc79d1784f1_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/a-sunday-afternoon-on-the-island-of-la-grande-peep/2013/03/26/7d59db82-962d-11e2-894a-b984cbdff2e6_video.html?tid=video_carousel_3
http://personalpost.washingtonpost.com/?add=124970&add_label=Style
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cy96AUvRdUf_BIImWkwTMsYDYBcKd6bMDAAAQASAAUKayjaMFYMne6IbIo5AZggEXY2EtcHViLTM2NzEzNDY1NTEyMjE1MDnIAQLgAgCoAwGqBOUBT9B3IxQysF9zP1baQjOuEyaQmRsDpPDV-DvBqAFIMkME5CKlUdojYz3uZJFNXUMp3VE4J38oDKCy6Xatkzp1RRgIRfOLVLL0Ovb1u-ojtsl6PBOkY0PMNWQgQyH-7lUYCxY0eQGipgSa10C3G3oCrOE758pzSHtT2Tn7xGE77eIoIi_Ept9w-DUabgKu47B_WDd0huTvE6Z6bw82mkXy5VEsIgDAfkzkdlM76svj996mjV0asFH22fKYIsvwbYFLpqHYj3yP0CcTTLLiEGXP-ANaRL3lgDfW7d_jmQns549IrubmkOAEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_1-MTZBNwelsOFe-n3XO4nESEKyHA&client=ca-pub-3671346551221509&adurl=http://cars.com
http://personalpost.washingtonpost.com/
http://socialreader.com/?via=WashPostWPSRWidget
https://socialreader.com/me/channels/80420/content/LSMOu?_p=trending&utm_source=widget&utm_medium=extrend&utm_campaign=%20wpsrTrendingExternal-1
https://socialreader.com/me/channels/82448/content/EbsMO?_p=trending&utm_source=widget&utm_medium=extrend&utm_campaign=%20wpsrTrendingExternal-1
https://socialreader.com/me/channels/21136/content/k8JMO?_p=trending&utm_source=widget&utm_medium=extrend&utm_campaign=%20wpsrTrendingExternal-1
http://www.washingtonpost.com/actmgmt/registration/addnewsletter/long
http://www.washingtonpost.com/real-estate/dc-buy-home.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/brand-connect/wp/2013/03/18/wireless-solves-city-parking-nightmare/


4/4/13 2:49 PMGreat Noise, with some hitches - The Washington Post

Page 3 of 3http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/great-noise-with-some-hitches/2012/01/22/gIQAMxBXJQ_story.html?wpisrc=emailtoafriend

Sponsored Links
TransUnion® Official Site
Free and Fast Credit Score. Total Protection From All 3 Bureaus
transunion.com

What is Your Flood Risk?
Protect your home from floods. Get your flood risk profile today.
www.floodsmart.gov

1 Key Fat Loss Hormone?
Doctor Reveals 1 Hormone Making You Fat & How To Banish It Now.
RealDose.com

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links
TransUnion® Official Site
Free and Fast Credit Score. Total Protection From All 3
Bureaus
transunion.com

What is Your Flood Risk?
Protect your home from floods. Get your flood risk profile
today.
www.floodsmart.gov

1 Key Fat Loss Hormone?
Doctor Reveals 1 Hormone Making You Fat & How To
Banish It Now.
RealDose.com

  Buy a link here  

 
Politics Opinions Local Sports National World Business Tech Lifestyle Entertainment Photo Video Blogs Classifieds

More ways to get us
Home delivery

Mobile & Apps

RSS

Facebook

Twitter

Social Reader

Newsletter & Alerts

Washington Post Live

Reprints & Permissions

Post Store

e-Replica

Archive

Contact Us
Help & Contact Info

Careers

Digital Advertising

Newspaper Advertising

News Service & Syndicate

About Us
The Washington Post
Company

In the community

PostPoints

Newspaper in Education

Partners

washingtonpost.com © 1996-2013 The Washington Post Terms of Service Privacy Policy Submissions and Discussion Policy RSS Terms of Service Ad Choices

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://washingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://washingtonpost.sl.advertising.com/admin/advertisers/indexPl.jsp
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wash-post/id352509417?mt=8
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sports
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business
http://www.washingtonpost.com/technology
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle
http://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment
http://www.washingtonpost.com/photography
http://www.washingtonpost.com/video
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs
http://www.washingtonpost.com/classifieds
https://subscription.washingtonpost.com/subscriber.portal?state=welcome
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/mobile/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rss
http://www.facebook.com/washingtonpost
http://www.twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=washingtonpost
http://www.washingtonpost.com/socialreader
https://ssl.washingtonpost.com/actmgmt/registration/addnewsletter/long
http://washingtonpostlive.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ask-the-post/post/reprints-and-permissions/2011/11/18/gIQAztpLlN_blog.html
http://www.cafepress.com/washingtonpost
http://thewashingtonpost.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/actmgmt/help/
http://washingtonpostmedia.com/careers
http://advertising.washingtonpost.com/index.php
http://www.washingtonpostads.com/
http://syndication.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washpostco.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=62487&p=irol-landing
http://www.washingtonpost.com/community
http://postpoints.washingtonpost.com/
http://nie.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/capital_business
http://www.thecapitoldeal.com/
http://www.eltiempolatino.com/
http://www.expressnightout.com/
http://findnsave.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.postmasterclass.com/
http://www.parade.com/
http://tickets.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.theroot.com/
http://www.servicealley.com/
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.studentadvisor.com/
http://www.trove.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/terms-of-service/2011/11/18/gIQAldiYiN_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/privacy-policy/2011/11/18/gIQASIiaiN_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/discussion-and-submission-guidelines/2011/11/21/gIQAuvIbiN_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rss-terms-of-service/2012/01/16/gIQAadFYAQ_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/how-can-i-opt-out-of-online-advertising-cookies/2011/11/18/gIQABECbiN_story.html

